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Appendix A: Luther Rose and its Meaning 400 

 

 

 
The symbolism of the Luther rose goes back to the 1520s. Luther explained that the 

red heart with the black cross at the center should remind us that the righteous live by faith 
in Christ the Crucified. The heart rests on a white rose to show that faith gives joy, comfort 
and peace. The rose is white, not red, because white is the color of heavenly spirits and 
angels. The white rose stands in a field of blue, the color of heaven, to show that joy in the 
spirit and in faith in this life is only the beginning of future heavenly joy. Surrounding the 
sky-blue field is a gold ring to show that happiness and joy in heaven has no end but lasts 
forever, just as gold is the highest, most noble and precious metal. 

 
400 Luther, Meaning of Luther rose, https://www.faithlutherancorning.org/meaning-of-luther-rose (accessed 
on December 12, 2021) 


